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St. Louis

ST. LOUIS COUNTY CORONER, Chapter 39, S.F. 371l: Repeals a special law for
the St. Louis County coroner. The county now operates under the general law.

MESABI NURSING HOME, Chapter 111, S.F. 871 Authorizes the county board
of St. Louis County to donate to range hospltal corporatlon, a non-profit
corporatlon, the Mesabi Nur31ng Home. A

CONCILIATION COURT OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, ‘Chapter lh2, S.F. 935: Provides
that the conciliation courts of St Louis Cownty may conduct personal
receiverships. .

ROUTE ADDED TO VOYAGEUR HIGHWAY, Chapter 255, H.F. 1422: Adds a segment
of the trunk highway system, from I-35 south of Cloquet along T.H. 33 to
Independence, in St. Louis County, to the Voyageur Highway.
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METROPOLTTAN AND URBAN AFFAIRS

_ BROOKLYN PARK IMPROVEMENTS, Chapter 4, S.F. 321: Validates the actions
taken by the city of Brooklyn Park in connectlon with the construction
of certaln 1mprovements.;wh.: : : : - -

RECODIFICATION Chapter 13, S F 19 Recodifies the laws relating to the
Metropolitan Council, Metropolltan Parks and Open Space Commission,
‘Metropolitan Transit . Comm1531on,;Metropol1tan Waste Control Commission,:
Metropolitan Mosqulto Control Comm1551on Metropolitan Airports Comm1531on,
and the county solid waste dutles into a single chaptér 473,

PEDESTRIAN MALLS, Chapter 28, H. F' 163: Allows .cities of the first class
to have more than one pedestrlan mall advisory board

RICE CREEK WATERSHED Chapter TM S F. 587 'Allows the Rice Creek
Watershed District to establish an administrative fund with a levy of
up to $125,000 per year.

RICE CREEK WATERSHED, Chapter 75, S.F. 588: Authorizes the Rice Creek
Watershed District to establish a water maintenance and repair fund,
with a first year levy of $30, OOO and subsequent annual levies of up to
$15,000.

PLYMOUTH REFUNDING BONDS, Chapter 8h1>H.F} 967: Allows the city of
Plymouth to refund improvement bonds for another two years.

BLOOMINGTON AND SQUTH ST. PAUL HOUSING FINANCE, Chapter 195, H.F. 1129:
Allows the cities of Bloomington ‘and South St. Paul to establish housing
finance programs similar to that of the statewide agency. The cities may
issue up to $4 million in general obligation bonds to support the program.
In addition, they both may issue revenue bonds.

SHOREVIEW, SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, Chapter 202, H.F. 1569: Allows Shoreview
to defer special assessments levied on property owned by senior citizens.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCING, Chapter 203, H.F., 1722: -See Transportation,
Highways.

SHADE TREE, DISEASE CONTOL, Chapter 253, H.F. 1288: See Local Government.

LAND ACQUISITION FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION, Chapter 415, H.F. 1241:
Appropriates $15,000,000 for the acquisition of state parks, recreation
areas, trails, wildlife management areas, fishing management lands, wetlands
outside designated wildlife management areas, wild, scenic, or recreational.
rivers, and canoe and boating routes. Appropriates $20,000,000 for acquis-
ition and betterment of recreational lands with the T-county metropolitan
area, and authorizes the state to. issue bonds for that amount.
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MISCELLANEOUS

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH, Chapter 252, H,F. 1277: Provides that
the Joint Coordinating Committee appoint a Director of the Legislative
Reference Library and the Revisor of Statutes. Authorizes the Joint
Coordinating Committee to establish an Office of Legislative Research
to be under the supervision and control of the Committee. Abolishes
the Office of Legislative Research gs previously established.
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TAXATION

PAYMENT DATES FOR LOCAL AIDS, Chapter 46, H.F. 136: Establishes dates for.
payments of local aids where none were specified; changes some other payment
dates and authorizes Comm1s51oner of Revenue to ‘make: certaln dlstrlbutlons.
Effective 1mmed1ately. R S »

TAX TREATMENT OF KEOGH PLANS Chapter hT, H F 2417 -Validates trust funds
which were adjusted to take advantage of 1ncreased contribution limits for
Keogh Plans in the. new., Federal Pension Reform Act of l97h Does_not affect
the state tax treatment of these plans.

LEASING OF SCHOOLHOUSES, Chapter 199, H,F. 1488: See Education.

DENTAL OF TAX DEDUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN SUBSTANDARD HOUSING, Chapter 226,
H.F. L4Th: Disallows income tax deductions for interest and depreciation
on certain rental properties that are hazardous to public safety and health.

EXEMPTION FROM MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX, Chapter 262, S.F. 39: Sales of a
motor vehicle previously registered in Minnesota to a corporation or a

- partnership is not subject to the four percent motor vehicle excise tax if
the sale qualifies under federal law (1) as a transfer to a corporation
controlled (80% of total voting power of all classes of voting stock and
80% of the total percent of all other classes of stock) by the transferor,
or (2) as a contribution to a partnership in exchange for an interest in
the partnership.

STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION DUTIES, Chapter 295, S.F. 1554: When sales
ratio studies for two or more counties in the same taxing district show
that the average level of assessments in those counties (measured by the
aggregate assessment sales ratio) differ by more than 10%, the board
(which is the Commissioner of Revenue) may order that the taxing district's
levy be apportioned among the counties in the proportion that the adjusted
assessed values (as determined by the E.A.R.C.) for each portion bears to
the adjusted assessed value for the entire taxing distriect.

TEACHERS RETIREMENT ACT, Chapter 306 s F. 469: See Governmental
Operations, Retirement.

MEALS FOR ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED EXEMPT FROM SALES TAX, Chapter 312,

S.F. T11: Meals or drinks which have been purchased by various agencies,
organizations or churches, or pursuant to "meals on wheels" programs are
exempt from the sales tax when served to persons over 60 years old and
their spouses or to the permanently and totally disabled and their spouses.
Effective immediately.

RIGHT TO REPURCHASE TAX-FORFEITED LANDS, Chapter 316, S.F. 757: Limits the
time for repurchasing homestead property which has been tax forfeited to
one year from the date of forfeiture. :
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PROPERTY TAXES, Chapter 339, H.F. 133: Provides that the Commissioner of
Revenue no longer must make the agricultural census for the state. Dig-
allows direct appeals to the county board of equalization or the commig-
sioner on property tax assessment unless the property owner has first
appeared before the local board of review. Mandates that all persons
employed by assessors who assist in making decisions regarding the value
of property must be certified within 3 years. Mandates that assessors
include on the tax list parcels that have a change in classification in
years when they are not assessed. Allows the governing body of any city
or county to appoint a special board of review or equalization and to
delegate all review powers to that board. At least one member of the
board must be an appraiser or other person familiar with property values
in the area. Allows owners of half-homesteads to apply for tax sbatements
if they failed to notify the assessor on time to qualify for the classifi-
.cation change currently. Effective immediately.

CONFISCATION OF VEHICLES TRANSPORTING CIGARETTES ILLEGALLY, Chapter 340,
H.F. 135: Defines vehicles used for purpose of illegally transporting
cigarettes as contraband and authorizes the Commissioner of Revenue to
confiscate them. Effective immediately.

INCOME TAXES, Chapter 349, H, F. 229: Modifies definitions used in income
tax chapter to conform with changes made in probate law and provides
definition of personal representative for income tax law. Updates
references to Internal Revenue Code thereby allowing larger tax deferred
contributions to Keogh Plans and authorizing tax deferral for IRA retire-
ment plans in Minnesota. Limits investment credits only to that portion

of an investment which is connected with the production of Minnesota income.
- The Minnesota corporate income tax is changed to an excise tax. Sets one
table for all taxpayers under $10,000 income. Changes manner for substan-
tiating claim of political contribution. Provides time frame and penalty
foriate filing of non-public school credit. Disallows the foreign tax
credit for corporations. Disallows individuals change to claim double
benefits for depreciation, capital gains and losses, ete. Limits times a
taxpayer may claim a refund for overpayment of taxes and allows 6% interest
on such amounts. Also provides procedure for taXpayer to appeal commis-
sioner's order regarding refunds. Allows commissioner to prescribe varying
reporting periods for withholding tax. Eliminates withholding requirement
for "working poor" taxpayers. Requires all corporations with tax liability
over $1,000 to file declarations of estimated taxes. Provides time and
penalties for late filing of renter credit. Deals with taxation of lump
sum distributions from pension funds. The tax is computed on one-tenth the
distribution, then multiplied by ten, and added on to other taxes. Instructs
Revisor to update references to Internal Revenue Code in the statutes and
use term "personal representative" whenever "executor" or "administrator"
appears now.

TAX EXEMPT PROPERTY, Chapter 352, H.F. 332: A

exempt status for certain properties to file a statement of exemption with
the assessor once every 4 years. Effective for taxes payable in 1977 and
thereafter.
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INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR DEAF PERSONS, Chapter 355, H.F. 439: Provides an
income tax credit for deaf individuals of $25 and increases credit for
single blind persons from $21 to $25. Effective for taxable years
beginning 1-1-T5. ‘ :

MOBILE HOME PROPERTY TAX, Chapter 376, H.F. 669: Establishes a procedure
for appeals of assessment and collection of delinquent taxes. Effective
for taxes payable in 1976 and thereafter.

'TAX COMPLIANCE ACT, Chapter 377, H.F. 674: Allows commissioner to abate
interest and penalties on delinquent taxes at his discretion. Allows

crediting of overpayments for 10 years. Makes penalty for failure to file

late payment or non-payment of taxes 10%. Provides for the right of setoff

when a taxpayer having delinguent taxes sells goods or services to the state.
Empowers the commissioner to collect unpaid taxes by a levy on all property and
property rights of the delinquent taxpayer and provides a process for doing this.
Provides that unpaid withholding and sales taxes bear interest at a rate

of 10% per year and all other unpaid taxes bear interest at 8% per year.
Authorizes the state to pay 6% interest on refunds of overpayments.

HOMESTEAD TAXES FOR FAMILY FARM CORPORATIONS, Chapter 395, H.F. 88L4: Provides
that effective for the 1975 assessment year and thereafter, family farm
corporations and partnerships are to be entitled to one 120 acre agricultural
homestead classification for a homestead occupied by a shareholder or partner
residing on the land and actively engaged in the farming of the land,

although the legal title to the property may be in the name of the corporation
or partnership. Additional one acre agricultural homesteads may be granted
to other residences owned by the corporation or partnership located on the
agricultural land and occupied by shareholders or partners actively farming.

SALES TAX, Chapter 397, H.F. 981: Clarifies definition of "sales price" to
exclude service charges in lieu of tips, that are separately stated on a
bill. Permits confiscation of vehicles used for illegal importation of
property by retailers who don't have sales and use permits. Effective
immediately.

ACCELERATED REDEMPTION OF TAX FORFEITED PROPERTY, Chapter 403, H.F. 1043:
Provides for a shortened redemption period (2 years) when the combined
property owned or controlled by a given corporation is liable for special
assessments exceeding $l,000,000 and are at least 50% of all special
assessments outstanding in the district. Appropriates $825,000 to a special
state redemption account to help pay local jurisdictions for special
assessments against such property which has been forfeited to the state.
Effective immediately.

RAMSEY COUNTY, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS, & MAPLEWOOD LEVY LIMITS AND SPECIAL
CHARGES, Chapter 426, H.F. 1526:  Establishes St. Paul levy limit as that
provided in state law. Provides that St. Paul-Ramsey Hospital physicians,
R.N.'s and paramedics who exercise reasonable care in providing emergency
services are not liable for ¢ivil damages. Allows the cities of St. Paul
and Maplewood to charge user fees for emergency or paramedic ambulance
services to certain persons. Authorizes an appropriation from Ramsey County
to St. Paul for road construction and maintenance. Empowers Minnegpolis
park board to issue bonds for land acquisition for parks and parkways.
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OMNIBUS TAX ACT, Chapter 437, H.F. 16Th: Provides increased property tax
relief for homeowners and renters through an income adjusted homestead
credit. Increases the state's share of medical assistance payments from
 50% to 90%; provides 90% participation of the state in paying for hospital-
ization and medical care of indigent persons. Increases and changes formula
for distributing state aids to local governments- and changes calculations
of local government levy limits. Increases amount of non-farm income which
can be offset by farm losses. Exempts the 1975 federal income tax rebate
" from stete income taxes; extends the Tax Study Commission snd instructs it
to study individual and corporate income taxes. Alters present method of
reassessment, providing for viewing all property at least once every four
.years and changes the limitation on increases in valuation for tax purposes.
Expands the working poor tax law. Provides for a flexible homestead base
value which can be increased to reflect inflation in home values. Imposes
an additional tax on the production to taconite and iron sulphides and
provides for the distribution of these revenues. Also establishes a state
grant program for the construction of a water filtration plant which will
be repaid out of the proceeds of the new taconite production tax. Increases
the agricultural mill rate differential from 8 mills on all ag land to 10
mills for non-homestead ag and 12 mills for homestead ag lands. Reduces
the period of redemption for certain tax forfeited lands. Appropriates
money to the commissioner for administration of the act.
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PTRANSPORTATION

" CONSERVATION OFFICERS; CERTAIN VEHICLE OPERATORS; LOYALTY OATHS; Chapter

399, H.F. 1007: Excludes state conservation officers and certain persons
covered by U.S. Department of Trdﬁéportation regulations from state minimum
wage and fair labor standard provisions. Repeals requirement that state
employees prior to employment must swear to-uphold the- state and federal
constitutions.

Aeronautics

SERVICES TO MUNICIPALITIES, Chapter 159, S.F. 102: Allows the Department -
of Aeronautics to charge munlclpallties for various services under certain
circumstances; allows such serv1ces to include airport zonlng, planning -
and acqulsltlon. :

JOINT ATRPORT OPERATIONS WITH CANADA, Chapter 224, H.F. 382: Permits the
state, with the approval of the United States Govermnment, to enter into
joint airport operations with Canade or its governmental subdivisions.

CONTROL OF AIR NAVIGATION FACILITIES, Chapter 239, H.F. T739: Provides
that the Commissioner of Administration's supervision of state
telecommunication facilities does not affect the power of the Commissioner
of Aeronautics relating to radio and other air navigation facilities.

Highways

FURNISHING OF CULVERTS, Chaptér'2h, H.F. 139: Authorizes town and county
boards to charge all or part of the costs of furnishing culverts on town
and county roads to the owners of abutting land.

PUBLICATION OF HIGHWAY MAPS, Chapter 126, H.F. 1049: Deletes the
requirement that the Commissioner of Highways publish a highway map
annually, and allows him to publish it periodically.

USE OF COUNTY STATE AID FUNDS, Chapter 193, H.F. 899: Allows counties to
spend part of their CSA municipal funds on other county state-aid highways
after notification of affected cities and with the consent of the Commissioner
of Highways; requires repayment to the municipal account within 5 years

unless other terms are agreed upon by the county and affected cities.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCING, Chapter 203, H.F, 1722: Raises the gasoline tax
from T¢ to 9¢ and exempts fuel derived from waste products; reduces the
Metropolitan Transit Commission mill levy, reduces the size of the transit
taxing district and provides for MIC contract service; allows a MIC mill

levy outside the transit taxing district; allows a maximum transit youth

fare of 10¢ in nonpeak hours; appropriates $29 million to the State Planning
Agency for transit aid, and $85,000 for supplemental transit aid and the
public transit demonstration program; appropriates $14 million to the Highway
Department from the general fund for fiscal 1975; restricts construction on
certain metropolitan freeway segments, and adds routes to the trunk highway
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system; requires the construction of noise barriers on certain freeways in
the metropolitan area; creates a commission to study the Highway Department;
allows 32% of the county turnback account to be spent on town bridges;

- proposes an amendment to the highway article of the Constitution directing
that the revenues from future increases in highway user taxes be placed in
the general fund.

NEW TRUNK HIGHWAY ROUTE, Chapter 21k, H.F. 142: Adds a new route to the
trunk highway system, crossing the Mississippi River and conneecting
Interstate 94 in Hennepin County and I35 in Ramsey County ("Northtown
corridor"); allows affected counties and municipalities to use their
highway funds to finance planning and land acquisition.

ROUTE ADDED TO VOYAGEUR HIGHWAY, Chapter 255, H.F. 1422: Adds a segment
of the trunk highway system, from I-35 south of Cloquet along T.H. 33 to
Independence, in St. Louis County, to the Voyageur Highwsay.

PAYMENT OF M.S.A. CONTRACTS, Chapter 259, H.F. 1476:  Allows the governing
body of a city to release a portion of the contract price on a municipal
state aid street project to the contractor when the work is 90% complete.

DEADLINE FOR JUNKYARD RENEWAL, Chapter 266, S.F. 167: Extends the deadline
for the removal of unscreened junkyards adjacent to the trunk highway
system from T-1-T4 to T-1-T9.

REMOVAL OF ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND LEVY LIMIT, Chapter 268, S.F. 282: Repeals
the existing statutory millage limitation on levies for road and bridge
purposes in towns. Also specifically supersedes special acts which establish
road and bridge levy limits for individual towns. The effect is that levies
for these purposes may be made within appllcable general purpose statutory
levy limitations.

Motor Vehicles

SPECIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE PLATES, Chapter 10, S.F. 128: Directs the
Commissioner of Public Safety to establish, in consultation with law
enforcement agencies, specifications for license plates.

LIQUID FERTILIZER TRAILERS, Chapter 12, S.F. T7: Exempts from vehicle
registration farm trailers used exclusively to carry liquid fertilizer.

DRIVERS LICENSES FOR 15-YEAR-OLDS, Chapter 23, S.F. 636: Allows the
Commissioner of Public Safety to issue a drivers license to a 15-year-old
who is otherwise qualified, when required by personal or family medical
reasons. '

MOTORCYCLE DRIVING RULES, Chapter 29, H.F, 272: Reduces the life of a
motorcycle instruction permit from 90 to 45 days, and prohibits persons
driving motorcycles on such permits from driving at night or on freeways, or
with passengers; requires all motorcycle operators to wear eye-protective
devices if the motorecycle is not equipped with a windshild; requires all
motorcycles to have their headlights on when in operation on a street or
highway.
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REGISTRATION OF COLLECTOR'S VEHICLES, Chapter 55, H.F. 138: Establishes a
category of motor vehicles known as collector's vehicles, and provides for
their registration and licensing.

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT ON VEHICLES, Chapter 68, S.F. 312: Restricts the
maximum size of bug deflectors; requires fenders or similar devices on all
automoblles; requires all trucks of more than 11,000 lbs. gross weight tc
subnit to signs directing them to stop at weigh stations.

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE, Chapter 78, S.F. 730: Extends the date for the
application of the certificate of title law to previously registered
vehicles with a security interest from 10-1-75 to 10-1-T6.

BOND OF DEPUTY REGISTRARS, Chapter 146, S.F. 1183: Provides that deputy
motor vehicle registrars who are also city or county employees need not
post a bond.

HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATES, Chapter 217, H.F. 231: Authorizes special
license plates for physically handicapped persons.

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES, Chapter 223, H.F. 334: Allows local units of
government to operate their own collection programs for abandoned vehicles;
allows the Pollution Control Agency to study programs for controlling
motor vehicle waste and abandoned vehicles and to develop public
information programs.

PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES, Chapter 245, H.F. 982: Allows the issuance of
personalized license plates; provides for an additional fee therefor of $50
payable only in years when a new plate is issued.

PLATES FOR DRIVER EDUCATION VEHICLES, Chapter 248, H.F. 1167: Allows
license plates issued to a driver education vehicle to be, transferred to
another such vehicle without additional fees.

EXEMPTION FROM MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX, Chapter 262, S.F. 39: Sales of a
motor vehicle previously registered in Minnesota to a corporation or a
partnership is not subject to the 4% motor vehicle excise tax if the sale
qualifies under federal law (1) as a transfer to a corporation controlled
(80% of total voting power of all classes of voting stock and 80% of the

total percent of all other classes of stock) by the transferor, or (2) as

a contribution to a partnership in exchange for an interest in the partnership.

INSPECTION OF SCHOOL BUSES, Chapter 283, S.F. 949: Requires all school
buses to be inspected prior to their initial registration in Minnesota.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE, Chapter 313, S.F. Til: Removes the
requirement that a common carrier make a report of all accidents, wrecks,
and casualties occurring in the state. Removes the requirement that all
written complaints by a governmental unit must be considered at a hearing.
Modifies the definition of "for hire" to inelude occasional accommodation
service. Modifies the definition of "exempt carrier" to include a person
exclusively engaged in the transportation of bituminous asphalt mix and
crushed rock. Changes certain terminology used in various sections.
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Adopts fees for amendments to regular route common -carrier permits.
Eliminates ability to register vehicle and obtaining a permit for less than
a 12-month period at a reduced rate, Allows bona fide transfer of a permit
carrier's permit without a hearing to a member of the transferor's

immediate family. Expands the department's jurisdiction over warehousemen
in the state. Requires licensing of all warehousemen in the state. Repeals
certain portions of M.S. 239, which deal with the wrapping of bread and
testing of weights, measures and scales.

REINSTATEMENT OF CARRIER RIGHTS, Chapter 317, S.F. 767: Allows a carrier
permit holder with grandfatlier rights who has transferred his operating
authority to have the authority reinstated by the Public Service Commission
if the transferee loses the authority because of inadequate insurance. o

Railroads

RATLROADS, Chapter 282, 8.F. 921: Requires that motor vehicles designed
for highway use and used by a railroad company for transporting employees
must include toilet facilities under certain circumstances.

EQUIPMENT ON CRANES, Chapter 286, S.F. 113: Requires crawler, locomotive
and truck cranes operating on railroad tracks to have devices to warn of
nearby electrical lines.

TRACK SAFETY ENFORCEMENT APPROPRIATION, Chapter 325, S.F. 1035: Appropriates
up to $105,000 from the general fund to the Public Service Department for
enforcement of Federal Railroad Administration track safety standards.

SPEEDOMOTERS ON LOCOMOTIVES, Chapter 406, H.F. 1107: Requires railroad
locomotives to have speedometers or speed recorders accurate to within
3 m.p.h.; requires total compliance by 10-1-TT.

Traffic Law

LEFT TURN ON RED, Chapter 49, H. F. LL5: Allows left turns against red
lights from one one-way street onto another, unless a sign is erected at
the intersection to prohibit the movement.

RADAR SPEED EVIDENCE, Chapter 53, H.F. 87: Establishes standards for the
admissibility of evidence of speed obtained by radar or other speed- .
analyzing devices. L

OPERATION OF SCHOOL BUSES, Chapter 265, S.F. 143: Allows persons without
school bus endorsements on their drivers licenses to operate vehicles with
a seating capacity of 10 or fewer which are used as school buses.

PHARMACIES AND DRUGS, Chapter 356, H.F. 470: Provides that when any drug
containing a controlled substance may either alone or in conjunction with
alcohol impair the ability of the user to operate a motor vehicle, that
fact shall be set forth on the label or container.
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SCHOOL SPEED ZONES, Chapter 363, H.F. 556: Authorizes local authorities

to establish school speed zones with speeds no lower than 20 m.p.h., or
15 m.p.h. below the previously established limit.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, Chaptef 370, H.F. 605: Makes it a violation of the ‘
DWI law to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of a controlled

substance which impairs driving ability.






